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NOTYESI AND VAN RENSBURG ELECTED TO LEAD  

LAW SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Mthatha attorney Mvuso Notyesi and Brits attorney Jan Janse van Rensburg were 
elected Co-Chairpersons of the Law Society of South Africa (LSSA) at its annual general 
meeting in Kempton Park on 2 April 2016. 
 
‘The role of lawyers in society is not a selfish or self-serving one. We stand in a 
privileged position where we can influence developments and support and protect 
vulnerable members of society,’ say Mr Notyesi and Mr Van Rensburg. 
 
They add: ‘It is an indictment that, after 22 years of democracy, we are still talking of 
racism and disparity in briefing patterns. These are urgent matters to be dealt with by the 
profession and by others through the various charters that have been adopted by 
Government. We also have an urgent need to unify the profession in accordance with 
the Constitution and the Legal Practice Act 28 of 2014. We must take concrete steps to 
unify the profession, taking clear direction from the various chapters in the Act as it 
moves towards implementation.’ 
 
About the Co-Chairpersons 
 
Human rights lawyer and activist, Mvuso Notyesi is the current President of the National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers (Nadel). He holds the BProc and LLB degrees from 
the University of Transkei, was admitted as an attorney in 1999 after completing his 
articles and attending the LSSA’s School for Legal Practice in East London. He has 
practised as director at Mvuso Notyesi Incorporated since 1999. 
 
Mr Notyesi has been a council member of the Cape Law Society since 2011 and is 
currently its Vice President. He has been a member of the Board of Legal Aid South 
Africa since 2011; and since this week’s sitting, he represents the LSSA on the Judicial 
Service Commission. Mr Notyesi has a passion for education and was appointed a part-
time lecturer at the University of Transkei in 1999 and as an instructor at the LSSA’s 
School for Legal Practice in East London last year. He is also an examiner for the 
Attorneys Admission Examination. Mr Notyesi is Chairperson of the Notyesi Foundation, 
which awards bursaries to disadvantaged students to attend university.  
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Jan van Rensburg has represented the Law Society of the Northern Provinces (LSNP) 
on the LSSA Council since 2001. He has twice served as president of the LSNP, in 2008 
and 2011. He has also served on the North West Attorneys Council since 1997. He sits 
on a number of committees at both the LSSA and LSNP and on the Remuneration 
Committee of the Attorneys Fidelity Fund. He has represented the LSSA on the Council 
for Debt Collectors since 2009. 
 
Mr Van Rensburg has the BCom (University of Pretoria) and BProc (UNISA) degrees as 
well as an Advanced Diploma in Labour Law from the University of Johannesburg. He 
was admitted as an attorney in 1984 and is also a notary and conveyancer. He practises 
as a sole practitioner at Jan van Rensburg Attorneys in Brits. 
 

 
Jan van Rensburg (left) 
and Mvuso Notyesi 
have been elected Co-
Chairpersons of the Law 
Society of South Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE LAW SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA  
by the Law Society of South Africa Communication Department 
Tel: (012) 366 8800 or Website: www.LSSA.org.za 
Contact:  
Barbara Whittle, Communication Manager, barbara@LSSA.org.za  (012) 366 8800 or 083 380 
1307 
Nomfundo Manyathi-Jele at (012) 366 8800 or 072 402 6344 E-mail: manyathin@lssa.org.za      
       
Editor’s note: 
 
The Law Society of South Africa brings together its six constituent members – the Cape Law Society, the 
KwaZulu-Natal Law Society, the Law Society of the Free State, the Law Society of the Northern Provinces, 
the Black Lawyers Association and the National Association of Democratic Lawyers – in representing South 
Africa’s  23 600 attorneys and 5 400 candidate attorneys. 
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